Mr# Quin Shea* Director 
Office of FOIS/PA Apjoals 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D#C# 20550 


4/25/79 


Dear ^'^r# Shea* 





This relates to both the King and JFK cases and to your testimony in C*A*75-1996 . 
and your failure to act on my appeals in that case after from months to yeiu^o# 

In the course of reading and checlcing some JFK records last night in 62-109060 
Section 161 I came to Serial 7365 1 a copy of v/hich is attached# I also attach copies of 
pages 468-481 of my book on the King Xasassij nation, ^^aame-Un; The ^^^tin Luther King^ 
James Earl Rav Case# 

From .this it ia aj)parcnt th^t as of today tlie I^epartment and the FBI is \d.thhoiding 

what ^ wrote about more than a decade ago# ' 

!| 

i It also is apparent that there was neither basis nor need for the withholding* that , , 
as I have stated over ancf'over again* the I^epartment and the FBI are misusing FOIA. to 
I waste what remains of my life to prevent mjr writing which they do not like# 

I j In this case it is less justifiable and I believe is outrageous and contemptuous, 
because of what happened in court in C#Ao75-1S96 last year# ^ou will recall the i^eckwith '' 
affidavit that includes an alleged response on this Somersett/iyiilteer matter when the 
boiiirt order4d a bel^tid FBI I'esponse to a memo provided to the Civil Division by a college 
student who ha.d reviewed som/of my letters on non-compliance to which tlie FBI had made 
no response# I proved the ^eckwith affidavit was falsely sworn* informed the Court of his' 
unfortunate personal situation as an unindictod co-consp5.rator and displayed to the Court 
several volumes of 1‘dltecr/Somersett records that had been provided to another and later 
requesters V7lio is a writer friend of mine# 
j That was l(|st year# 

' The response of Covorrmient counsel was not to see to it that years late* lo^ after 
my appeal and providing of proof that the witld^d infommation was witliin the public 
domain, there would bo belated compliance# Instead Government counsel q^zed upon this for 
another stonewallimg and another wasting of more months of what remains of my life and 
a further impediment to my writing by filing a motion to expunge the trtiith from the records 
Meanwhile, this is one of the countless specifics on roi'' many appeals to which you 
have not responded* in court or aut and on which you have not acted# ^hus it is that on 
the night of 4/ 24/519 I can learn tliat v/hat I first published in 19^ in a book completed 
in early April of tliat year is today withheld by the FBI and the Department in both ^ing 
and JFK cases and this long after I have appealed precisely tliis withholding in both cases. 

It literally is mo3.T. than 12 years since I mailed the manuscript of that book to my 
then agent* and it was intercepted ±n the mails then and once thereafter# 




Obviou£:ly I have no personal need for the withheld information when I published it« ’ 



Also obviously I ha^e made this appeal in the public role in vdiich the Department, the 
FDI and the Courts hove forced me* VJlio.t interests me personally is the other withlield 









information some of which was released to the other requester, whose copies I had borrowed 
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to display to the Court* But even in this I am in a public rather than a private role 
because it would hot have been possible for me to W 2 ?ite about it no matter how long I l±fe^ 

I findm myself wondering about the reality of the appeals machinery when this can 
happen - when literally 12 years after it was public domain I find claim to exemption ‘ ' 

under iX)IA and for no tiling that the FBI and the Department had not alreac^ released, I 
emphasize released before there v/as any FOIA* The facsimiles in my book are of refiords 
that v^ere never withheld in the Archives and were released by the FKL and the Department 
to the Arcliives to release to any requester# 

This matter has been before you for a year or more# I notified the FBI that it was 
withliolding what is witj6tLn the public domain as I now recall the end of 1976, which is 
quite long ago in FOIA terms# 

j I If you will read the third page of the attached Serial you will see that the FHE 

originally intended to withhold the word “informant" i^ithout any name attached as well 

as the name of the subject - and at the precise point ^/here publication in the MiakL 

paper is cited# 

! 

In the JFK case this is one of a series of records relating to a report that the FBI 
had alerted its offices to tlireats against the ^resident# The FBI denies it, resorting 
ns usual to semantics# The Milteer tlireat is only one of a number of preciseljr that period 
that I published more tlian a decade ago, from available official records# To/be able to 
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deceive and mislead the Attorney General, as it did do, the FBI cited only the published 
records of the llarren Commission and by this means ignored the fact thatj^^ it had already 
released proofs of actual and officially reported threats against the President# The 
^''^ilteer threat differenfc in also being a threat against *^r# King and in an actual forecast 
of what really happened in both cases from the official explanations of both crimes# Consi- 
derations of space compelled the editing out of Fromc-Up of the other threats but I can 
provide them from tliat manuscript if the ^apartment ever wants to escape from FBI captivity# 
The Department forced a consultancy on me, as you know, stated th^t this was necessary 
to the Court in order to have the Court have me act as the department* s consultant in my 
case against it, stated tliat it ^,’ould pay me, then ignored my lengthy consultancy memo 
and refused to pay me# To tMs day, including in your testimony, I have had ho response to 
that memo# I did give you a copy of it as part of my appeal# I am not aware that you have 
addressed it in any way, including in your testimony, which was essentially of generalities# 
While I do not recall whether or not I illustiated by this case in the memo I wrote after 
reading your testimony, when I could not be present in court and when my counsel was fore— 





closed f 2 x>m cii 70 ss*^xainining you, I do loiow it is in the studentfes earlier memo and in 
some detail in my consultancy memo# I hkve also discussed this ^d.th you and I believe 
provided you v/ith other information relating to the entire matter# That even earlier 
specifics of proof of non-compliance were provided to the FBI is certain because the 
stj(dent*s memo is based on carbons of some of my letters to the FBI in which I proved 
non-compliance . to it# 

Meanwhile, if you can wrench your mind far back to the very beginnings of this long 
case, I appealed tho denial of the actual information I actually requested and you have 
not actdd on that# After three years# 

In terms of the ^apartment's substitution for my request I also have a long over-due 
appeal# ^t is for the reprocessing of the records provided^ which is to say provided in 
substitution for my request# 

■ • Toward the end of Operation Onslaught the FBI made one of its many unkept promises, 

that it would reprocess those records processed in that period and by Onsiiught agents* 

Once it had misled mgr by this promise and gotten away ^-rith it the FBI continued i^rocessing 
records, with the practise of the same abuses, continued to ignore the finding that this 
was an histoilcal case, and having processed all of them first refused to reprocess anjJ 
and then claimed that having processed wrongly it would be too costly to process . correctly# 
You liave not acted on my appeal# I am asking that you act on it immediately# 

I do not intend to appear to be making a peremptory demand and with all the time that 
has passed I believe I ara not. But last Friday something happened that -requires me to ask 
this as under the Act I should not have to ask it# 

As you know I have venous and arterial blockages and have been living on a high level 
of anti-coagulent, intended to deter if not prevent other circulatory obstructions from 
' .-^^forming# My doctors have informed me from the first of the hazard from the medication, 
which is actually an animal poison, intended to kill, and from both the high level I have 
. • required and the length of time I have been living on it# The danger is from internal 
bleeding# Last i^riday I |ft|DSsed fluid that was the color of blood# The medication was 
discontinued and that day and the next I vras given injections tfeat appear to have ended 

i f . the ^iSS^ig# I also have ah expert consultation a week from today# 

1 ^. Were tliis not the medical reality I am 66 years old and my actual requests were first 

• iy made more than a decade ago — under a 10-day law and a 20— day appeals period# 

! ' So I believe it is not unreasonable for me to ask tl'.at you act now on all my appeals 

i • 

i in both cases# Up or dovjn, so more of my life or what remains of it will not be wasted# It 

is, after all, tl:iree years since I first appealed to you# 

The delay alone malcos a mockery of the appeals machinery# In these cases I have gone 
to what I believe are extraordinary longilis to infonn tho FBI and you, both, as well as 
Civil, which made the false pretense of wanting to be informed and then refusing to pay 
any attention to unrofuted, even undeniod inl'ormation# 
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I have provided multitudiiious copies to provide proofs, for me not inconsiderable costs 
in time mid money. Yet it all has been to no ppant merely because the m is deteinined not 
to comply, Civil Division ' presides over the non-compliance, you di not act on my m 
appeals and when called on to testify testify in generalities when my appeals are in 
unaddressed specifics - literally hundreds of illui^ated pages of them. 

I liave done this despite the fact that the burdeo of proof is on the Government, not 
me. I have gone much, farthur and offered to be available at any time to assist in compliance 

because I am a subject expert/ 

For perhaps a year you have been supiwsed to provide affidavits and for calendar 
. call after calendar call Govei-nmcnt counsel promised them momontarily. I do not have 
them yet. V/ill you please inf orm me promptly if and when I can expect them? The Govem- 
■ ment has been supposed to file a Motion tor Partial Sunmiary Judgemmit for more than a year. 
In fact it first made this claim at the first calendarcall in the case. As In now recall 
at each calendar call the motion was not filed because the affidavits had not been prepared. 
More than enough time has paaaed for the Govemment to have kept its word and for you to 

•'have prepared and provided the affidavits and those based on which you would provide your 

• . 1 

I ovm affidavit# 

! I repeat again my belief that the actual purpose of these long delays and unkept 
Uomises is to waste what remains of my life and preclude my writing which the Department 
and the FBI do not like. 

; ' : Meanwhile, there ap material facts in dispute, as there have been from the first. 

As I laiderstiuid it those overdue affidavits are to address these mateilal facts in dispute. 
That is one issue, relating only to the records provided in substitution for my aCtual 
.>:• reiiuest. There -remains my actual request, which has not been complied with and I.rei«at 
I appealed. I am therefore re-iitrating my request t)iat you act on my old appeal, the 
denial of the information I did request. In an earlier calendar call the judge held tlas 
to to a request for "all" infonuation relating -tK the assassination of r. King. 

■If Dapartment counsel did not provide you vdth that transcript and if the staffing you 
■ have does not enable you to obtain a copy let me know and 1*11 just have to assume that 
: burden that under the Act I should not have to assume. Otherwise this case will never 

' " end because I simply will not accept non-compHance. 

Because of this abrupt and possibly quite dangerous change in my health situation 
and because I regard this newest manifestation pf contempt in the Somersett-Milteto 
matter as cldse to incredible - and entirely intolerable - I write you promptly and ^ 
ask that you inform me promptly so I may be guided accordin^y in both cases. If nothing 
is going to happen when I appeal, to what end is there appeals mchinery and for what 
puriose do I spend the time providing detailed and documented, appeals? 












In tlda connection I belief e/it v;ould be a good idea if someone in authority in the 
.■‘.g,.; Department would reread the I^epartment*s testimony relating to me and my requests when 
the Senate subcommittee asked about them# 

The Senate was given false assurances* 

The promises made have not been kept# I believe it was never intended that they be 
kept# The record supports only this belief, that much lime has passed and only, last night 
I come to such a thing as this attached Somersett- ilteer withholding add I am reminded 

Tn 

about tlie Beckwith affidavit and the failure of everyone to relieve that false swearing 
or provide the witlilield rGcord.s# ' 

^nless deception of the Senate as well as of the ^ourts is department policy I 
believe someone in authority in hhe department ought inquire into these and related 
matters# 
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V/ith regard to the Soraeraett/Milteeir page originally withheld I have since obtained 
it* It says exactly what I. said it says and there was no basis for* withholding it at the 
time it was withheld because all the informatioh was readily available* How else coujd 
I havo?i published wliat was witldiold? My booft cites tho public domain source# 

This was one of my FOIA requests not respon^^to to vjhich I testified in C*A* 75-1996* 
A year after the Archives made it available, for which paid the Arcliives, the DBI sent me 
the entire volume, for wldch I also paid the FBI# 

Whatever caused the recent processors to witliliold the public domain the original 
withlfiolding was to protect the FBI from ombarrassment, an embarrassment it sought to hide 
by generating fllse paper tp cover it* The Milteer threat was reported to the FBI not 
only by Soraersett, as the records withJiolding his name disclose* ^t was repprted to both 
the FBI and the Secret Service by Miami authotities* Then the President's motorcade in 
I-liami was cancelled thr-ee days before he was killed* The FBI seeks to cover this and to 
non-su^ct expeirbs, v/hich include the Director and the AttomeytitfmDneaal General# got away 
with covering it, by making a big deal about the totally irrelevant, the President's 
appearance at Tampa* 

If you want copies of those records or if anyone in the I^epartment does 1*11 take the 
time to provide them* 

Please excuse the haste# I want to get this in today's mail* I do not apologize for 
any anger or disappointment that may show* I think this entire matter is a disgrace to 
the public service, an abuse of the Court and a deliberate imposition on me and is part of 
the long-standing effort to deny me the opportunity to write what the Department and the 
FBI do not want me to be able to write# ' 
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PRESIDENT JOHN F. KEinJEDY 

11/22/63 
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Attached is a newspaper article from the 10/3/75 
edition of the "V’ashington Star-News," which pertains to 
the allegations of former New Orleans Office Security Patrol 
Clerk William Walter that a teletype was sent from FBIHQ 
to all field offices on 11/17/63 stating that a militant 
revolutionary grodp might attempt to assassinate President 
Kennedy during his visit to Dallas, Texas. * , f ^ 

In the article, Walter is quoted as saying, "Secondly, 
on November 10, 1963, there v/as a teletype that v;as sent from 
the Miami FBI Office to the V/ashington Bureau Headquarters :-i 
saying that there was a possible attempt planned against his . 
(Kennedy's) life planned on his trip to Miauni," / 

0 . - • , V . .... 

Regarding this paragraph, the Director asked, "Isn't 
this a different and added version?" ' , - •' 










The anev/er to the Director's question is yes. It 
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■ appears that V/altcr is attorrpting to connect his allegations 
I regarding the 11/17/6 3 ^QXl‘109^ with a case the Miami O^fl^jf 
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was working at the time. ’ • / .- / • / 

! OY 

In an overall review of appropriate files in an ' 

attempt to locate anything similar to the alleged 11/17/63 ■ r;;y/-V,' 
teletype, the General Investigative Division has been searching'^.;/':; 
Bureau file 62-10C333 (v/hich contains information relating tp,_,;^ 
threats against President Kennedy and his family from 1960 to ' 

hhf^rfaln Arft fiovnrAl V- 
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RE: ASSASSIllATION UF 

PRESIDENT JOHN F. ICBIINEDY 
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advised 
ennedy at 8ome ^ ^ 



was tape recorded ^i^viil^presiden^ .Sy, 

plane were in familiar with Washington# D# C## ; 

JSM fJ!- ■•« •*««•“ •'““j ■ 

JiHnitv of the w.lte House, ‘ ' .., 

the g ;-' !:^ i representative j^Srjmmm 1, 
j ' i - ^ "W I , [ w, Knig ntsoTi^he Ku Klux Klan • 

iW- J a Klansman frf>m Chattanooga, ^ ' 

?rnr..ee, Cr.rSSS^cculd do the Job «.aC2S3 
he would be willing to help. - -• • ..... 

by lU^i to ‘5| l««t'se«i« In 

?rn?V‘i! -;.i'^ 

upon receipt of the teletype. Mi^i follwed up wic^ Secret,^ 

and LHll on 11/11/63. A copy of the LHM was sent * 

Service on 11/13/63. 






r.tami thC Wesley Grapp objected to giving ^ 
i information to the 0 . 6 . desire to 

several reasons. J°f 5 )®’^|,^"s°^ecret Service since he and,'iV:i-r 

Yu'^^n^ol Secret Service ngent the tine w kp^„ing '•.;T.''..;. 

i^-t!??:^^s£orapp ^S^ntif V 

Secret Service Agent ^eat the threat did not ; , ;. 

rvolvrtic^Aiii S::v?r, nlaml police stated they wer<^^^ 

advising the U. S. Secret Service# 

Details of this matter, 

and other Bubsequcnt J"^‘^^^J^®''RjJ®rt”prGemberllng dated 
report of Dallas Special Agent z#;?— i ngofiO— 3477 ) • ■ • ^ 

7 / 16/64 in the assassination lnve 8 tlgatl J 62 1 ^ th© .'• 

copies of this repoj^-pA^^^ ^ suspect in the 

V/arren Commission. J^;^; ! . U .. V ;|a8 - - , ^as at home in.''’. 

o.b..bln .tlon , A^r^^conliLu v,lth the ; • 

C,:rr::^==°f9u. 11/“/“ and p^o. o, :^x;,5. 
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RE* ASSASSINATION OF 

PRESIDENT JOHN f . KENIIEDT 
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The Information also was set forth in an ^ 



■ ; • 

£ / xni.ui.inauxvrii «>4.ow lA. 

^Veport of 12/1/63 In the Lee Harvey Oswald Internal Security - 

Investigatlon. No copy of this report was sent to New Orle^s,>;.^ . 

It was disseminated to the Warren Commission. . . .. . y-;. 

'■ 

The Miami Office has reviewed their files and found;,v | 
no indication there that Information regarding this matter 
was sent to New Orleans. • • / !/v- ' 

On 2/2/67, a newspaper article appeared in "The 
Hiami News," regarding thi s matter . Details of the meeting _ ' ^ 

between the ^nforr.ari^ and|ftS;!2E2 were s^ forth in the article.;.^ 
The matter was also covered in a ^/2 2/67 special bulletin of - 

the National Federation of Labor, Incorporated, Mi^i, Florida, 
which apparently received widespread distribution in Mi^l,_. 
Florida, and Washington, O. C. It was also covered in 2/3/67 
article in "The Sun," a Baltimore, Maryland, newspaper. N® 
mention of the 11/10/63 teletype is found in any of the articles. 

No mention of this matter can be found in the Warren > 

Commission Report or its supporting volumes. None of the ' r: yr'- 
pertinent neunes are indexed and a review of pertinent ^rtions • 
jof the Report and the testimony of author Mark Lane fails to . 

Reveal any reference to the matter# 






The Atlanta and New Orleans Offices have been 
instructed to review their files to determine if any referen^ ; : 

is made in communications to New Orleans in this matter to the <•- ; v » 

11/10/63 Miami teletype. 

• ' As indicated ab ove. It h as been determined that 

information regarding the 4LJi^;l'Jl?'-^tter 

How Orleans Office in 1964 and Walter might have had access tO/, , , 

it prior to his resignation in 1966. It has not yet be<en . : ' : • 

determined, how he learned of the 11/10/63 Miami teletype since 
it is not mentioned in any of the material reviewed thus far v 

ACTIOII: General Investigative Division will report the results Y.,;. 

of the records checks being conducted by the Atlanta and Y 
New Orleans Offices and continue record reviews to determine it 
reference is made to the 11/10/63 Hiami teletype 
coiiununication going to New Orleans.;- 
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Informant: This boy is pretty smart, demolition is that what you 
call it? 

Subject: Demolition, th^t is right. 

Informant: I am going to talk with him some more. 
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